
The 1863 Diary

of Civil War Soldier

John S. Reeves
(10 May 1842 - 20 Oct 1895)

of Rostraver Township,

Westmoreland County, PA

Private in the

Beallsville Cavalry

22nd Penna Volunteers

Company D

Scanned and Transcribed by

Robert B. Hoffman



FOREWORD

This diary was discovered in September, 2022, by my wife, 
Dorothy L. (Murdock) Hoffman, while going through 
things that belonged to her parents, Robert G. Murdock (16 
Jan 1921 - 20 Nov 2006) and Dolores (Maloney) Murdock 
(13 Feb 1920 - 7 May 2013).  It is not known how they came 
to be in possession of this diary.

Every effort was made to make an accurate transcription 
but some parts of the diary were unreadable by me and are 
indicated by square brackets [] denoting missing text.  In 
accordance with recommended practices for transcribing 
diaries, no spelling, grammar, or punctuation corrections 
have been made.

All comments and corrections are welcome.

						      Robert Hoffman
						      hoffman@rbhoffman.com
						      16 January 2023
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 1, 1863.
On Picquet at Winchester on the Strasburg road.  Morning cool though 
clear.  12 Oclock warm and pleasant 5 oclock relieved from duty and 
returned to Camp got supper at Mrs Polks a very nice woman.  reports 
to go back to Romney.

FRIDAY 2
Still at Winchester morning clear and frosty growing very pleasant 
almost like summer ought; sleeping on the ground with the blankets 
wrapt around me, passed the night very pleasant & evening somewhat 
cool.

SATURDAY 3
Morning frosty and detailed to go on a scout to Millwood 15 miles. 12 
Oclock pleasant riding roads quite dusty. Evening returned to Camp 
weather somewhat cloudy in good health.



SUNDAY, JANUARY 4, 1863.
Went to the Presbyterian church and heard a good sermon.  After 
dinner walking around town weather pleasant.  Our forces attacked at 
Romney by Imbodens army. evening a little shower and reports that 
Romney is taken.

MONDAY 5
Last morning at Winchester little frosty noon warm with orders to 
go to Romney started at 9 oclock at night to go to Romney capturing 
two secsh cavalry at little Capon Bridge and hard riding until daylight 
stopped at a farmers & got apples

TUESDAY 6
Morning frosty and cold in the mountains.  Arrived at Romney at 
12 Oclock and formed there all night.  fight at Moorefield our boys 
engaged for two hours evening very cold.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7, 1863.
Very cold with a little snow and got a bad cold Reports that Lieut Myers 
of the Ringgold was killed at Moorefield evening very cold.  Lieut Myers 
not killed but evacuating Moorefield and coming back to Romney

THURSDAY 8
Morning warmer but cloudy 10 Oclock snowing nicely.  In tents about 
a mile from town hard on our horses Noon still snowing evening Boys 
came back from Moorefield.  Night cold and snowing

FRIDAY 9
Morning detailed to go on Picket weather still cold.  Had some with 
some girls at the house where I stand picket plenty to eat and conclude 
to stay on picket a few days.  evening cold



SATURDAY, JANUARY 10, 1863.
Nice times on Picket - morning frosty the Boys moving their camp up 
to town I guess they have a nice time for it is snowing very hard.  they 
are going into houses and got stables for our horses.  evening clear and 
cold

SUNDAY 11
Morning went into town for feed and saw Clark Newcomer with his 
Company coming from Moorefield, and going on to Springfield 8 miles 
from here.  Nice young lady at our Picket post - and a Union gal at that.

MONDAY 12
Still on Picket and having gay times hunting rabbits killed some and had 
some for cooked for dinner and they were the best I ever tasted.  traded 
coffee and got butter.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 13, 1863.
Morning frosty going to town and relieved on Picket by a squad of the 
116th O Infantry.  got a letter from home. nothing of importance going 
on evening frosty.

WEDNESDAY 14
Morning frosty 25 men went for a scout and a wagon train to New 
Creek 28 miles for Provisions.  evening cold.  9 Oclock sitting in our 
room by the fire.

THURSDAY 15
Weather much the same. all quiet and Boys writing letters and reading 
newspapers health good as ever.



FRIDAY, JANUARY 16, 1863.
Morning north winds blowing cold with a prospect of snow.  dinner 
chicken pot pie and feel very good. evening on Camp guard and writing 
a letter.

SATURDAY 17
Morning very cold nothing of importance going on to day.  night sitting 
by the fire reading a novel.

SUNDAY 18
Morning still cold Inspection of arms at 9 Oclock after which I went to 
church and heard a good sermon. after church had a chat with some 
secish ladies.

MONDAY, JANUARY 19, 1863.
Morning cold, all quiet no news to day noon Pleasant evening thawing 
weather mild health of the Company is good.

TUESDAY 20
Morning Cool 10 men of this Company starting on a scout 8 Oclock 
night snowing  25 detailed to go on a scout tomorrow morning at 4 
Oclock I am going long.

WEDNESDAY 21
Morning snowing like thunder.  Up at three O clock and got ready to 
start to start on a scout 6 Oclock the scout stopped on account of the 
weather the boys very glad of it evening still snowing.



THURSDAY, JANUARY 22, 1863.
Snow beginning to melt the weather warm. nothing unusual going on at 
this time.  afternoon pleasant all quiet at present.

FRIDAY 23
Weather still continues very pleasant for the time of the year being the 
nicest weather I ever saw for the time of the year. roads muddy.

SATURDAY 24
Morning looks a little like rain evening pleasant nothing unusual going 
on at present health good.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 25, 1863.
Morning pleasant Inspection at 9 O clock after which I went to church 
after which I read a while in a newspaper evening pleasant.

MONDAY 26
On a wagon guard to go for hay for our horses 9 miles from town.  Ate 
supper at a Mr Boles of this town and had some egg nog to drink.

TUESDAY 27
Morning pleasant.  Building a stable In the jail yard evening pleasant 
though looks like rain.



WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28, 1863.
Snowing. at 9 O clock quits snowing and an Inspection and Bill taken 
of all our arms and clothing after we came in it began to snow again.  20 
men gone for a scout. I am on Camp guard to night.

THURSDAY 29
Morning cold and no word from the scout the weathe clear and sun 
shining bright. nothing going on except reading and writing and talking 
evening cold.

FRIDAY 30
Morning cool and looking a good deal like snow 10 Oclock snowing 
like blazes evening snow about 10 inches deep scout came in with some 
prisoners.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 31, 1863.
Morning clear after the sun rose it shone brightly and snow melting a 
little our sutler got some Brandy Peaches to day and some of the Boys 
are going it to night pretty strong.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1
Morning 9 Oclock Inspection of arms and clothing.  Captain pretty mad 
about the Peach Business evening talking about the Proclamation.

MONDAY 2
Weather cool and clear nothing unusual going on. on a wagon guard for 
hay and returned this evening.



TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 1863.
Morning cold and snowing.  Noon clear and cold nothing going on 
except spent in quarters evening very cold North wind blowing and had 
a big Pone for supper.

WEDNESDAY 4
Morning 4 O clock 50 men getting ready to go on a scout to Moorefield 
come back to Romney at 12 Oclock at night nearly froze the weather 
very cold.

THURSDAY 5
Morning Light snow falling weather still cold I think this is the coldest 
day I have yet felt since I have been in the army.  On Camp guard to 
night.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1863.
Morning Cool and snowing a little noon quit snowing but still very 
windy went to see a horse race this afternoon but it was a bore. evening 
cool.

SATURDAY 7
Morning cold and clear sun rose and shone brightly the snow is melting 
a little but the sleighing is pretty good here evening cool.

SUNDAY 8
Morning cool Inspection at 9 Oclock went to church at 11 and after 
eating dinner sat down to write a letter to my friends.  Ed Abell is here 
this afternoon



MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 1863.
Morning pleasant and the snow nearly gone looks like spring.  Noon 
pleasant Commencing to raise the river here and still thawing

TUESDAY 10
Morning very warm for the season I am on picket to day noon pretty 
muddy and pleasant overhad have heard nothing from home for a week 
evening freezing a little

WEDNESDAY 11
Morning still on picket 9 Oclock am relieved and go to Camp.  the 
weather cool and snowing a little gets warmer and turns into rain night 
still raining.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 1863.
Morning warm and very muddy going out with a hay train coming back 
in the afternoon and it begins to rain 9 Oclock at night sitting by the fire 
it is raining very hard.

FRIDAY 13
Morning cool and clear ground froze a littl making awfull roads.  Noon 
warm and muddy evening pleasant.  sitting reading to night.

SATURDAY 14
5 Oclock starting on a scout to Blues Gap 20 miles returned 8 Oclock at 
night after riding all day through the mountains



SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 1863.
Not so well this morning having a bad cold did not go to church to day 
evening pleasant and I feel better than I did this morning.

MONDAY 16
Wagon train Captured by the Rebels and took 70 men Prisoners and 106 
horses and Burned our wagons I went along to try to overtak them but 
they had the start. and got away with the men

TUESDAY 17
Morning cool nothing unusual going on I have a very bad cold for I got 
wet yesterday crossing the river.  Roads Muddy weather pleasant.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1863.
Morning cool 1 Oclock in the morning a scout left here to go after 
Brandy for the Hospital returned this afternoon with two Prisoners. 
evening raining Hard

THURSDAY 19
Scout to Petersburg 40 miles started before daylight weather foggy and 
damp.  On duty to night 11 Oclock at night the scout came back with a 
Prisoner from Stuarts Cavalry.

FRIDAY 20
Morning quite windy My horse is sick with the lung fever he is not able 
to get up.  Orderly Regester went home to day evening pleasant.



SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 1863.
Morning clear On hay guard to day seen two or three secsh Cavalry but 
they got away got a letter to day by the New Creek mail evening pleasant

SUNDAY 22
Morning 5 Oclock on a wagon guard to Green Spring snowed all 
day and came back at night nearly froze after eating dinner with the 
Washington Cavalry at Springfield.

MONDAY 23
I did not get up until 10 Oclock and had a bad cold noon thawing a little 
toward evening getting cold snow 10 inches deep and mud 5

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 1863.
Morning Cold I feel better after a good nights rest it is getting warmer 
toward noon and thawing road very bad toward evening cold health 
good.

WEDNESDAY 25
Morning quite cold 30 of our Company have gone as wagon guards to 
Green Springs 20 miles for Provisions evening cold.

THURSDAY 26
Warm and rainy noon pleasant Our new teams have come from 
Wheeling evening still raining no news of importance



FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1863.
Morning raining I have not been out much to day as it is awfull muddy 
it is now clearing up evening pleasant overhead

SATURDAY 28
Morning we have orders to muster for hay as our two months is up and 
we have to muster once every two month.  Inspected by Col Washburne 
of the 116 Ohio Regt

SUNDAY, MARCH 1
Morning dress up in my new uniform and went to church in this place 
our teams started to the station for Provisions

MONDAY, MARCH 2, 1863.
All of our Company out to day for hay guards nothing of importance 
occured and we returned in the evening all tired and hungry night glad 
to get to bed.

TUESDAY 3
Morning cool and clear noon snowing a little 9 O clock the Pickets have 
been fired on by Rebels and also our hay train but no one was hurt and 
the Rebs run into the woods

WEDNESDAY 4
Cold and clear no snow on the ground noon still clear and cold evening 
pleasant I am on guard to night



THURSDAY, MARCH 5, 1863.
Morning 30 of us on a scout 20 miles to North River and returned at 
night all tired and hungry with some cattle I have just read a letter from 
a friend and I am off to bed

FRIDAY 6
did not get up very early this morning and have a bad cold from being 
out in the cold yesterday.  Noon pleasant evening Cool health better.

SATURDAY 7
5 Oclock our company started on a scout to Moorefield and Petersburg 
90 miles my horse was not fit to go. raining all day.  on guard tonight.
health good.

SUNDAY, MARCH 8, 1863.
I was on guard at six O clock this morning and the Boys returned 
from the scout nearly drowned evening the 54 Penna and 1st Virginia 
Regiments came here.  it is raining a little

MONDAY 9
Morning windy look very much like spring in old Va.  There is not 
much going on to day noon still clear and windy after many rumors to 
that effect the Paymaster has at last come to day and the boys are very 
glad of it.

TUESDAY 10
Weather cool but pleasant.  Paymaster here paying off the Infantry 
Regts Boys all glad of it.  We will be paid tomorrow.  Telegraph out this 
morning on the road to Green Spring.



WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11, 1863.
Morning clear and pleasant Our company on hay guard to day no news 
of importance Noon windy sun shining. two Companies of Cavalry paid 
to day. evening hay guard back weather cold and snowing night had a 
dance.

THURSDAY 12
Morning quite cold. Pay master still paying off. toward noon the sun 
is shining but still windy 12 Oclock received 42,80 from paymaster 
glad to see the greenbacks. Owed the Sutler 20,00 dollars. Snowing this 
afternoon

FRIDAY 13
5 Oclock 20 men to Green Springs weather very cold ground frozen 
hard noon 8 men to new creek negro shot last night. Gen Kelly came 
here to day. I am on guard to night and it is cold as thunder

SATURDAY, MARCH 14, 1863.
Morning cool and clear growing more pleasant toward noon.  16 men 
to Burlington to meet the wagon train from New creek.  Gen Kelly left 
Romney to day evening cool.

SUNDAY 15
Morning cloudy 116th and 123rd Ohio Regmts left here for Winchester 
at church to day heard a long sermon and had a look at the ladies. it is 
sleeting now.

MONDAY 16
Preparing to leave Romney.  moving over the Potomac a man of Capt 
Works company drowned to day in crossing the River. at night got a 
camp site.  weather frosty



TUESDAY, MARCH 17, 1863.
Morning cold and clear detailed to go on a wagon guard to new Creek.  
the men moving thier Camp again to day up on a hill.  Rebels seen 
around Romney.

WEDNESDAY 18
Morning Cold but rainy.  I am at new Creek but about starting back to 
camp.  got to Camp at 9 O clock at night.

THURSDAY 19
Morning cold.  Nothing unusual going on at this time.  Noon warmer 
but still pretty cold evening cold 9 O clock snowing

FRIDAY, MARCH 20, 1863.
Morning Ringgold Cav left this place for West Union and 15 of our 
Camp gone to guard a wagon train to New Creek. snowing today a little.

SATURDAY 21
Snow about two inches deep and weather cold nothing new going on at 
this time.  I am detailed for Camp guard to day. at night on guard and 
very sleepy.

SUNDAY 22
Morning quite warm and sunny and I think this is the warmest day I 
ever knew of in March A Rebel mail captured to day a scout to start 
tomorrow morning.



MONDAY, MARCH 23, 1863.
Morning 100 men went on a scout for two days.  30 of our Company.  I 
was detailed to carry the mail from Springfield and got back about two 
Oclock evening warm and no news of importance. 10 Oclock going to 
bed

TUESDAY 24
Morning cloudy and I am detailed for camp guard to day noon rainy 
4 Oclock still rainy and we are close in the tent. Scout returned this 
evening without seeing the enemy

WEDNESDAY 25
Morning cool growing clear and calm toward noon and it is more warm 
and pleasant. evening cooler.

THURSDAY, MARCH 26, 1863.
Morning cool and a fresh breeze blowing 15 men gone to New Creek 15 
on a hay train 5 to Springfield as mail carriers nothing unusual going on 
at present evening snowing a bit 9 Oclock clear & cold.

FRIDAY 27
Morning clear and pleasant getting very warm toward noon. 6 men 
went to New Creek to carry the mail. I am on Camp Guard to day 
nothing unusual going on at this time. 12 Oclock at night cloudy

SATURDAY 28
Morning raining and snowing like blazes the Boys came back from New 
Creek to day. evening still snowing a little and pretty muddy underfoot



SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 1863.
Morning cool and snowing a little I am detailed for camp Guard to day 
6 men are going to New creek with the mail, the afternoon is cold and 
frosty night 10 Oclock clear and cold Ringgold Cav came back to day

MONDAY 30
Morning clear and a prospect of fine weather the ground is drying 
up nicely.  noon very warm 60 men on a scout to day. it is now quite 
pleasant. 9 O clock at night cooler and cloudy

TUESDAY 31
A man was accidentally shot Morning snowing I am going with a train 
20 miles to day for hay forenoon very unpleasant toward noon the sun 
came out and the afternoon was pleasant got into camp about 7 Oclock 
at night

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1, 1863.
Morning cool & windy Nothing unusual going on to day. I am of duty 
to day and am reading some newspapers evening more cold and boys 
nearly all in good health

THURSDAY 2
Morning pleasant being a beautiful Spring morning. I am on Camp 
guard to day toward evening becomes cloudy and at 8 Oclock it rains a 
little after which it clears off and gets cool.

FRIDAY 3
Morning cold and a slight frost. A hay train going out to day gets quite 
pleasant toward noon afternoon hay train came back. Rebels seen to day 
near the Pickets.



SATURDAY, APRIL 4, 1863.
Morning clear I am detailed for Picket to day. Noon finds me on Picket 
on the winchester Road the wind is blowing clouds up from the north 
looking like snow night cloudy and cool

SUNDAY 5
Easter 1 O clock in the morning I am on the Picket post and it 
commences to snow pretty hard. at 9 O clock I am relieved and start to 
Camp snow five inches deep but beginning to melt evening cool.

MONDAY 6
I am on a scout under Lieut Myers to the river at Moorefield 50 of 
us.  We drove in the Rebel Pickets and started back to camp when 
200 of them pursued us and we had to retreat 10 miles when we were 
reinforced by two hundred of our cavalry and then we had a bad fight 
at dark. we had 3 men wounded and Scout speer and 9 men were taken 
prisoner while guarding a hay train and 5 wagons captured.

TUESDAY, APRIL 7, 1863.
Tuesday morning we routed the rebels and pursued with Cavalry 
Infantry and artillery.  Pursued them to their Camp and recaptured the 
wagons and they had cut the tongues out of them and we burnt them 
and returned to Camp at 10 Oclock at night.

WEDNESDAY 8
Morning cool and windy.  I am on Picket to day at the Junction of the 
Moorefield and North Western Turnpike Nothing unusual going on to 
day the sky being lined with clouds evening cool.

THURSDAY 9
Morning cool at 9 O clock and relieved from Picket and go to Camp 
In the afternoon we were Paid two months wages by Major Pumphrey.  
evening an alarm in Camp and we expected a fight but all passed off 
quietly



FRIDAY, APRIL 10, 1863.
Morning clear and warm we are laying around Camp 20 of our Cavy on 
a scout to day. I am Busy answering letters. 1 O clock I am detailed to go 
on a wagon guard to meet the New Creek train at Burlingto

SATURDAY 11
I am not on any duty to day the weather is quite pleasant. A scout of 100 
men left here at 1 Oclock to day taking a small hress cannon with them 
evening warm

SUNDAY 12
Morning warm scout returned this morning at 8 O clock having not 
seen any enemy and marched 50 miles, this has been a very pleasant day 
no news of importance evening cool

MONDAY, APRIL 13, 1863.
Morning Cloudy and cool We were out on Grand review to day at 10 
Oclock after dinner I went to town and saw some female secsh. In the 
evening I was walking around Camp. Weather Cool.

TUESDAY 14
Heavy frost this morning. The sun is shining bright and I am detailed to 
go with the mail to New Creek evening went to Peidmont and had a gay 
time night in the arms of an Irysh girl

WEDNESDAY 15
Morning raining like thunder came back to Romney with the mail in 
the rain Clears up in this evening nothing unusual going on at present



THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 1863.
Morning clear I am going to New Creek to day noon day pleasant out 
the road. evening at New Creek Spent the evening very pleasantly. 
weather warm

FRIDAY 17
Morning started back to Romney stopped at Patterson Creek and got 
dinner evening got back to Camp weather pleasant

SATURDAY 18
Morning clear and warm I am on a hay Guard to day noon warm 
returned to Camp at 2 oclock.

SUNDAY, APRIL 19, 1863.
Morning Clear & warm 7 Oclock starting on a Scout went to Moorefield 
and around to Greenland Gap and staid all night. we travelled to day in 
all 50 miles It is raining this evening

MONDAY 20
Morning raining 7 O clock started for Camp 30 miles from the Gap. 
After a long wet ride we got into Camp without seeing any enemy 
evening cool

TUESDAY 21
Morning Clear and warm the weather being a beautiful sample of 
Spring. We were practicing at a target to day and nothing exciting going 
on at present evening pleasant



WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22, 1863.
Sky clear and weather warm nothing unusual going on. 20 of our 
Company gone to Burlington to meet the forage train from New Creek. 
night 12 O clock begins to rain I am sitting up with a sick man at the 
hospital

THURSDAY 23
Morning still raining very hard and all the boys are all close in their 
tents. noon still raining hard no new of importance. evening still raining 
the ground is getting very soft

FRIDAY 24
Morning rainy I am detailed for hay guard to day toward noon it 
is clearing up at 4 O clock we got into Camp and the evening quite 
pleasant.

SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 1863.
Morning clear. A Scout of 100 men left this morning also four men gone 
to Winchester with Prisoners Scout returned this evening and report the 
rebels advancing with five thousand men the men are Carying on their 
arms

SUNDAY 26
Morning clear and frosty reports of the rebels being near Burlington. 
Scout Myers and 5 men taken prisoner near Burlington. A Scout 
returned and bring rumors of a very heavy force of Rebels near 
Morefield

MONDAY 27
Morning on guard Six scouts came in and certify to there being at least 
5 thousand strong at Moorefield and every man ordered out to give 
them Battle.



TUESDAY, APRIL 28, 1863.
Morning clear Nothing heard of the scout. Various rumors are here 
in Camp. The rebels have made a raid on the Railroad at Oakland and 
Burnt the bridge over Yough river evening 75 Cattle taken from the 
Rebs.

WEDNESDAY 29
Morning warm and cloudy. The scout returned to night the rebels 
having retreated on the approach of our forces. Evening Lieut Myers 
came back to Camp Paroled by Capt Ray kendall I am on Picket

THURSDAY 30
Morning still on Picket and raining.  Noon in Camp about to muster for 
Pay.  still rainy, toward evening clears up a little and gets waemer

FRIDAY, MAY 1, 1863
I am on a wagon Guard to go for hay we went 15 miles from Camp and 
returned at night all right weather very warm

SATURDAY 2
Morning in Camp nothing unusual going on A wagon guard gone to 
Ridgeville to guard the Provisions Wagon from New Creek weather 
warm 

SUNDAY 3
Morning clear 13 men on a wagon guard to New Creek. noon I was at 
Romney to see some ladies. evening 100 men gone on a three day scout 
under Capt. Young night raining [] the rebels coming back



MONDAY, MAY 4, 1863.
Morning Cloudy and still rainy having rained all night noon Clear and 
warm every thing betokens fine spring weather evening quite pleasant 
health good, no news from scout,

TUESDAY 5
Morning clear and warm I am on Camp guard to day toward evening it 
clouded up and we had a heavy thunder storm no news yet from scout

WEDNESDAY 6
Morning still rainy I am relieved from Camp guard news Received 
stating that our scout are going to stay 5 days longer evening still raining

THURSDAY, MAY 7, 1863.
Morning raining noon clears up the river is very high at this time the 
highest it has been since we came here. Cloudy and cool to day

FRIDAY 8
Morning damp news report Gen Hooker making an advance across 
the Rappanhannock also news from our men on the Scout one of the 
Ringgold Cavalry shot at Greenland Gap William French

SATURDAY 9
Morning clear One of Micheners men captured on picket this morning. 
reports of the taking of Richmond circulating here to day evening in 
Camp after spending a pleasant afternoon in Romney Scout all right.



SUNDAY, MAY 10, 1863
Morning clear and pleasant. I am detailed for Picket to day Reports of a 
heavy Battle at Fredricksburg Our loss reported at 10,000 evening clear 
and quite warm. No late news from the men on the scout

MONDAY 11
Morning very warm and continues so. I am relieved off Picket and 
returned to Camp at noon.  afternoon the hottest day this season.  
evening 30 men came in from Greenland Gap no additional news one of 
the mail carriers shot to day R. Rush

TUESDAY 12
Morning clear and pleasant. I am at Romney this forenoon noon came 
back to Camp after a pleasant little visit in Romney evening pleasant.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 1863
Morning warm and has appearance of rain. Lieut Hart and 30 men gone 
Back to Greenland Gap. No news of importance. night a scout of 20 
men on foot went out under Lieut Crags night rainy

THURSDAY 14
Morning clear. Three Prisoners taken last night by a scout of Infantry. 
A large party left here to guard the Provision train to Green Spring. The 
rebels are thick in the woods. evening on Camp guard news report Gen 
Hooker defeated

FRIDAY 15
Morning stull pleasant I am on guard yet no news of importance to day.  
The corn is coming up and the fields look quite green and the weather is 
getting very much like summer.



SATURDAY, MAY 16, 1863.
Morning clear and very warm I am on Picket to day no news of great 
importance. The boys all returned from Greenland Gap to day. Lieut 
Gibson and two others captured to day and Paroled By Capt Ray 
Kendall

SUNDAY 17
Morning pleasant I am relieved off Picket at 9 o clock and came to 
Camp. noon very warm. got a couple of letters to day from friends at 
home in news. evening a scout of 10 men left camp.

MONDAY 18
Morning clear and pleasant Scout returned with 4 horses which they 
captured. A large wagon guard left for Green Springs. no news from 
Fredricksburg. evening on Camp Guard to night. weather warm

TUESDAY, MAY 19, 1863.
Morning pleasant hay train went out to day and returned at 1 o clock 
this afternoon no unusual news to day the sun quite hot to day evening 
pleasant

WEDNESDAY 20
Morning pleasant and clear Wagon guard left here to guard the forage 
train from Green Springs. afternoon quite warm no unusual news.

THURSDAY 21
Morning pleasant a wagon guard went Back with the train to green 
Spring I am on Camp Guard to night health good at this time.



FRIDAY, MAY 22, 1863.
Morning clear and pleasant Wagon train came from green Spring to day. 
This has been a very warm day. I am detailed to go on Picket tomorrow.

SATURDAY 23
Morning I am going on Picket noon very warm ate dinner at Mr. 
Ludwicks and the day passed away pleasantly evening very warm.

SUNDAY 24
Morning  clear and very warm 9 O clock I am relieved off Picket 
and returned to Camp afternoon in Romney to see some of my rebel 
acquaintances.

MONDAY, MAY 25, 1863.
Cloudy and cool I am in Camp to day. A very large guard went to Green 
Spring this morning after the Provision train evening cool Reports say 
that Vicksburg is taken 

TUESDAY 26
Morning cloudy I am detailed to go on Picket to day noon warm 
news of the taking of Vicksburg confirmed evening cool no news of 
importance on this post

WEDNESDAY 27
Morning cool A guard of 60 Cavlry went to Green Spring and 95 men 
to go for hay so you see we are looking out for rebs. three horses stolen 
from a citizen a mile or so from here last night.



THURSDAY, MAY 28, 1863
Morning clear and pleasant I am in camp to day the health of the 
men is good no additional from Vicksburg. evening pleasant

FRIDAY 29
I am on picket to day the weather is warm and somewhat cloudy no 
news to day of importance evening pleasant

SATURDAY 30
I am still on Picket 9 Oclock relieved and came to camp and drilled 
this afternoon under Tip Wickerham on foot. evening a little shower

SUNDAY, MAY 31, 1863
Morning 4 O clock 100 men on a scout under Capt Keys returned at 
night with 3 Prisoners of Imbodens Cavalry evening pleasant health 
tolerably goog

MONDAY, JUNE 1
Morning clear and pleasant We are ordered on drill to day by Capt 
Keys. no fresh news evening pleasant health good

TUESDAY 2
Morning clear and pleasant I am detailed for Picket to day Noon 
pleasant getting cloudy toward night 12 O clock at night a little 
shower



WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3, 1863.
Morning Cloudy and rainy 9 O clock returned to Camp ev’ing cool and 
clear no news of importance health good

THURSDAY 4
Morning clear and warm I am on a wagon guard to Green Spring 
arrived there at 1 Oclock. afternoon in ole town and had a gay time no 
news of importance.

FRIDAY 5
Morning a little showery we are going back to Romney and the Pay 
master is along with us reached Romney in the evening no fresh news 
50 men on a scout under Capt Young

SATURDAY, JUNE 6, 1863
Morning clear I am in Camp to day Noon warm Scout returned with 
two prisoners. evening Paid off by Major Pumphrey no news

SUNDAY 7
Morning clear and pleasant Preaching in Camp to day by J. F. Roersy no 
unusual news boys in good health

MONDAY 8
Morning pleasant on a wagon guard to hanging rock after ward on a 
scout till dark returned to Camp with 9 Beef Cattle evening warm.



TUESDAY, JUNE 9, 1863.
Morning cool getting more pleasant toward noon. I am in Camp to day 
no late news of importance health good

WEDNESDAY 10
morning detailed for Picket forenoon cloudy afternoon a light shower of 
rain and weather warm 10 O clock at night on the Post at Maladys.

THURSDAY 11
Morning very foggy returned to camp at 9 O clock afternoon got orders 
to leave Romney sent off all our baggage evening still here without tents 
and pretty cold

FRIDAY, JUNE 12, 1863.
Morning finds us still in Camp here and without any fresh orders we do 
not know what we will have to do. night still here

SATURDAY 13
Morning still here. sun shining pleasant report that we are going to New 
Creek. evening finds us still here but our baggage is all at New Creek.

SUNDAY 14
Morning cloudy I am detailed for Picket to day A scout left at 5 O clock 
of 120 men slept last night without tents afternoon all the men left 
Romney for New Creek around 12 O clock on the march.



MONDAY, JUNE 15, 1863.
Morning clear and pleasant. Arrived here at two O clock we are now 
halted 2 miles from New Creek Station. Noon at the station and setting 
up a camp. night in Camp at new creek

TUESDAY 16
Morning on guard Gen Milroys men come in and say he was whipped 
at Winchester. Gen Kelley came here this afternoon having evacuated 
Cumberland night 1000 Rebels at Cumberland

WEDNESDAY 17
Morning pleasant in camp. Ringgold Boys went to Cumberland with 
Gen Kelley and got chased back by Jones[?] Cavalry the Railroad track 
is torn up at the bridge above Cumberland night on a scout

THURSDAY, JUNE 18, 1863.
Morning cloudy reports that the Rebels have left Cumberland. We are 
ordered on a scout this afternoon arrived at Cumberland in the evening 
and found no enemy night 12 O clock on Picket

FRIDAY 19
Morning at cumberland we are starting on a scout 7 o clock at 
Springfield 6 o clock at frankfort and arrived to cumberland at 11 O 
clock at night the Rebels are down at Green Spring

SATURDAY 20
[Illegible]ing at cumberland 10 Oclock started to New Creek [] and got 
to new creek at [] O clock in the evening no unusual news



SUNDAY, JUNE 21, 1863.
Morning in Camp weather pleasant no late news of importance report 
says the rebels are working on toward Hearrisburg straglers still coming 
in from the Valley of Winchester.

MONDAY 22
In camp weather calm but cool.  raising our tents up of the ground the 
1st Va Infantry & 2nd M.D. are at cumberland and the cavs are running 
that for evening cool

TUESDAY 23
morning cool we are resting here in camp after a hard scout there is no 
unusual news here Just at present.  we are doing some duty here in the 
shape of scouting and night Patrol

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 24, 1863.
Morning cool and clear no news this morning I am on Camp guard. 
Afternoon it gets cloudy and at 6 O clock it is raining a little. the air is 
warm.

THURSDAY 25
Morning pleasant although cloudy No news except a report that 
Vicksburg is taken which we do not credit very much it having been 
done so often. evening got all letters

FRIDAY 26
Morning raining the boys are laying around camp to day in the tents I 
am detailed for patrol this evening.



SATURDAY, JUNE 27, 1863
Morning on Patrol & it is raining hard was out all night in the rain on 
the limestone road. 8 Oclock returned to Camp there is no unusual 
news to day. evening clear and pleasant Ringgold Cavalry ordered to 
Cumberland

SUNDAY 28
Morning cloudy but pleasant 45 of our Company left here for a three 
days scout to Green land Gap. Reports say there is 70,000 Rebels in 
Pennsylvania. night I am on Patrol.

MONDAY 29
Morning rainy I am relieved off Patrol at 8 Oclock No further news this 
morning. noon clearing off evening a fight reported at Carlisle Pa.

TUESDAY, JUNE 30, 1863.
Morning clear and pleasant two Oclock we were mustered for Pay by 
Capt A. J. Greenfield also our scout came back after going to seneca Gap 
100 miles seeing no enemy rebels within 4 miles of harrisburg

WEDNESDAY JULY 1
Morning clear and pleasant The 28th O. Regt left here to day for 
Grafton. Evening no unusual news. I has got cloudy and is raining at 9 
O clock I am detailed for Patrol tomorrow

THURSDAY 2
Morning damp and foggy I am on Patrol on the Nobbly Road. Gideon 
Hawkins of our Company died in the hospital at Cumberland to day 
Evening returned to Camp no unusual news.



FRIDAY, JULY 3, 1863.
Morning cloudy getting very warm toward noon.   Afternoon 3 
Oclock a heavy rain comes up accompanied with hail and sharp 
lightning.  Evening still very warm Two escaped Prisoners arrived 
here to day from winchester.

SATURDAY 4
Morning we are moving our Camp over the River. Evening got 
orders to go on a ten days scout.  night 12 Oclock on the Road to 
Cumberland and raining very hard.

SUNDAY 5
Morning got to Cumberland at 6 Oclock we are having the Pay 
Rolls here I am as to be paid off before we start. evening Paid off by 
Paymaster. We are still in Cumberland

MONDAY, JULY 6, 1863.
Morning pleasant we have news of the total defeat of Lees whole 
army at Gettysburg Pa evening 4 Oclock we leave Cumberland 
starting toward Hancock with 12 Regts of Infy evening camt on the 
ground 

TUESDAY 7
Morning warm and cloudy we are advancing toward Hagerstown to 
cut off the retreat of the Rebels. Reached Hancock at Dark where we 
halted and it Rained all night.

WEDNESDAY 8
Morning still raining the River is so high that the Rebels cannot get 
across the River. 5 Oclock in the evening it has cleared off we are now 
waiting for orders to move to meet Gen Lee army at Williamsport 22 
miles from here.



THURSDAY, JULY 9, 1863.
Morning warm. Capt Greenfield had a sharp skirmish yesterday with 
Imbodens cavalry and Captured their wagon train afternoon in Camp 
here no thing new going on at present evening we are Laying in Camp.

FRIDAY 10
morning clear and very warm Gen Stoneman Reported to be on the 
opposite side of the River from Lee’s army. River still high. we are 
all advancing down the River the Ringgold Cavalry had a fight this 
afternoon had one man mortally wounded

SATURDAY 11
Morning Cloudy still marching toward Williamsport 8 O clock halted 
and rested until 7 O clock in the evening when we again moved forward 
4 miles and stopped for the night

SUNDAY, JULY 12, 1863.
Morning clear and pleasant firing heard in the direction of 
Williamsport. Gen Mead pressing close upon the rear of the Rebels. 
Night we move of to Fairview and Camped. heavy cannonading heard 
in the direction of the Rebels coming

MONDAY 13
Morning still raining I am on Picket to day Cannon ading commenced 
at day light and continued all day. Evening the Rebs are crossing the 
River at Williamsport. Night raining very hard we are in a house in the 
town of clear spring

TUESDAY 14
Morning our forces are on the move. after marching 6 miles we find 
the Rebels have crossed into Virginia We are halted 3 miles from 
Williamsport. Afternoon we came back to Clear Spring and camped for 
the night. Gen Mead is after the Rebels across the River.



WEDNESDAY, JULY 15, 1863.
Morning again on the march we are going to cross the River at 
Cherry run. 12 Oclock arrived at the River and got Boats ready to 
cross. evening our advance is across the river. Kelleys division is 
crossing here. Our Company all got safely over the river. weather 
very warm

THURSDAY 16
Morning clear. We had a slight of hand Performance in Camp this 
morning by J. N. Wheeler the great american Magician. Our troops 
still crossing the River. evening appearance of rain night ten O clock 
Raining very hard.

FRIDAY 17
Morning cloudy we are ordered on a scout. Ran on the Rebel Pickets 
and chased them 7 miles captured 16 men and their horses[?]. 
evening I came to camp at [] Run with the []

SATURDAY, JULY 18, 1863.
Morning I am going back to my company 1 O clock came up [] the 
company.  Afternoon 1 O clock the Rebels fired on our out side 
picket and we were ordered out but they fell back on our advance 
night on a field camped

SUNDAY 19
Morning clear and pleasant we are ordered to saddle our horses. after 
waiting awhile we went on a scout toward Martinsburg but returned 
to Camp. from 10 to 5 this evening the skirmishes kept up a pretty 
sharp fire.

MONDAY 20
Morning clear. we appear to have run against Lee’s whole Army for 
we are ordered to retreat across the Potomac. We started at 8 Oclock 
this evening and came to Cherry Run and forded the River with all 
our force 12 Oclock



TUESDAY, JULY 21, 1863.
Morning clear Gen Lee reported to be pursuing us with 35,000 men. It 
is said his retreat toward Richmond was cut off and he concluded to try 
another trip into West Virginia skirmishnishing on the opposite side of 
the river with our Pickets. some cannonading.

WEDNESDAY 22
Morning all quiet and weather pleasant Our trains out for hay I am 
along ate a good dinner with an old Farmer. afternoon the Rebels and 
our troops are fighting on the Va end of the River. night Camped in the 
woods weather pleasant

THURSDAY 23
morning warm Some talk of our moving back over the River. No news 
in Camp except orders to go back into Virginia tomorrow morning at 6 
O clock arrived at Back Creek in the evening

FRIDAY, JULY 24, 1863.
morning pleasant no news of importance except the Rebels are 
retreating up the Valley of Virginia they are about Marched[?] out and a 
scout of our Cavalry is ordered out in pursuit of them. night pleasant.

SATURDAY 25
Morning  very pleasant I am very warm. Our boys came back to Camp 
& captured 4 Rebels. Reports that Gen Mead is fighting Lee at Front 
Royal. evening 5 O clock a heavy thunder storm is coming up.

SUNDAY 26
Morning clear and pleasant I am writing letters this morning 11 Oclock 
heard a sermon by Reverend Thomas patterson. afternoon 4 o clock 
prayer meeting. I am very unwell this evening. Very warm.



MONDAY, JULY 27, 1863.
Morning warm I donot feel much Better I am suffering from 
Neuralgia Some of our boys are not very well evening very warm.

TUESDAY 28
Morning still warm I have a terrible pain in my head Several 
deserters came in to day from Lees Army evening a heavy thunder 
storm and heavy rain still sick

WEDNESDAY 29
Morning cool and pleasant I feel better to day. noon I am in the 
country getting my dinner I am now well enough but a little weak yet 
evening in Camp no news

THURSDAY, JULY 30, 1863.
Morning clear and very warm There is no especial news in Camp this 
morning There is a report here of Lee’s defeat at Manassas Gap. night 
heavy rain

FRIDAY 31
Morning clear and warm nothing I am out in the country to day 
at a farmers and after dinner came back to Camp evening we have 
received marching orders to start in the morning

SATURDAY, AUGUST 1
Morning clear and very warm we packed up at 9 Oclock and started 
marching 12 miles and Camped in a field near Shanghai after eating 
some berries Crackers and meat & went to sleep



SUNDAY, AUGUST 2, 1863.
Morning clear and very warm at 6 Oclock we resumed our march noon 
we are halted in a piece of woods to cook our dinner and feed our 
horses

MONDAY 3
moved at 6 A.M. Came to Capon River at noon and from there by way 
of the north River Mills and reached the North western Pike at dark 
heavy thunder and rain in the evening

TUESDAY 4
morning still cloudy we resumed our march going to within 4 miles of 
Romney where we halted for a while. We went on into town at 6 O clock 
P. M. heavy rain in the evening. we are all in the dry for the night

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5, 1863.
Morning 4 O clock I am on Guard. I ate breakfast at Mr Boles. 8 O 
clock we left town and went as far as the River where we staid until after 
dinner when we moved 4 miles further and nearly all went on a scount 
and the rest Camped

THURSDAY 6
Morning warm we are Camped in the woods 4½ miles from Romney 
afternoon the boys Came back off the scout having seen no enemy. 
evening 9 O clock 4 of the pickets Captured.

FRIDAY 7
Morning cloudy and cool pleasant air blowing. Noon we started back to 
our old Camp 1 mile from Romney. evening found us in our old place 
after an absence of two months



SATURDAY, AUGUST 8, 1863.
Morning quite warm I am on Guard this morning relieved at 8 O clock 
and seated myself to write a letter. afternoon on Guard from 1 o clock to 
4½. relieved and off duty to night

SUNDAY 9
Morning clear and very hot we are laying around in the shade. there is 
no news of Importance going on at present. evening a shower of rain

MONDAY 10
Morning clear and warm I am on Guard with a hay train went 11 miles 
and returned in the evening. night warm and clear. I am well.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 11, 1863.
Morning clear and very warm I am detailed for Camp Guard for 24 
hours. no news to day I am relieved off guard and went to town evening 
warm

WEDNESDAY 12
Morning detailed for Guard and remained on duty until 12 Oclock 
night on guard nothing unusual transpired during the night. weather 
warm and clear

THURSDAY 13
Morning clear and warm I am laying around Camp to day there is no 
news of importance two of Capt Chesrowns Company Captured to day 
near Burlington evening clear and pleasant



FRIDAY, AUGUST 14, 1863.
Morning clear and warm 8 O clock I am going up the River with a hay 
train we returned at six O clock in the evening night pleasant

SATURDAY 15
Morning 4 Oclock we received orders to go to Petersburg 8 Oclock at 
Burlington 1 Oclock Williamsport night Camped at the Junction of the 
Moorefield Greenland and Petersburg Turnpike

SUNDAY 16
Morning clear and warm 6½ O clock we are starting again en route fo 
Petersburg arrived there at 1 O clock P. M. Camped in a low piece[?] of 
along the creek. A heavy wind and rain wounded a man by the falling of 
a tree

MONDAY, AUGUST 17, 1863.
Cloudy and damp No news of great importance to day. Afternoon spent 
in town night Capt Barr Company ordered to Moorefield 20 of our 
Camp came from Romney 

TUESDAY 18
Morning clear I visited the celebrated Intermitting Spring this morning 
Afternoon in Petersburg awhile evening on Camp guard weather 
pleasant nights foggy

WEDNESDAY 19
Morning clear Gen Averills troops left here for Franklin Our mail 
carriers horse shot and he supposed to be captured but the mail was not 
disturbed.



THURSDAY, AUGUST 20, 1863.
Morning clear and warm There is a hay train gone out to day. Afternoon 
Busy writing letters to send home with John Abell evening pleasant 
night on guard

FRIDAY 21
Morning clear I am going with the mail to day eat dinner in Williams 
port got to Burlington and stopped awhile and went to Romney night a 
light shower no news of importance

SATURDAY 22
Morning 7 O clock started back to Petersburg noon got to Williamsport 
and rested awhile and got dinner Reached Petersburg at 7 O clock at 
night no news to night

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, 1863.
Morning clear I am reading to day not very well. Some deserters coming 
in to day evening pleasant we are camped along the branch of Luna 
Creek

MONDAY 24
Morning clear and warm A hay train out to day returned at 9 O clock 
Roads dusty evening pleasant I am on guard to night.

TUESDAY 25
Morning clear Hay train went out We have orders to move Camp about 
Amile at 2 O clock 9 Oclock at night starting on a scout after a lot of 
Rebels about 14 miles.



WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26, 1863.
Morning clear and cool returned to Camp at 10 Oclock and moved up 
on the hill at 1 O clock evening all quiet I have a very bad cold and sore 
throat night cool

THURSDAY 27
Morning clear and cool hay train went out to day noon pleasant I am 
going to Moorefield this evening with a train returned in the night

FRIDAY 28
Morning a scout left here for Seneca Gap afternoon pleasant no news of 
importance scout not returned yet this evening

SATURDAY, AUGUST 29, 1863.
Morning clear and warm I am going to New Creek with the mail this 
morning arrived at New Creek at 6 O clock in the evening Fort Sumter 
in our hands

SUNDAY 30
Morning cool I am starting back to Petersburg where we arrived at dark 
there is no news 3 horses stolen at Williamsport last night we are to 
muster for pay tomorrow

MONDAY 31
Morning clear Mustered at 9 O clock by Capt Pease of the 23rd Illinois 
evening pleasant no news I am on Camp guard to night



TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 1863.
Morning foggy and cool Reports here that Gen Averills force were 
attacked near Staunton and lost one hundred men and had to fall back 
to Clarksburg

WEDNESDAY 2
Morning pleasant I am going out with a hay train to day we went 8 
miles and got hay & apples returned at 5 oclock The Remainder of our 
Boys came from Romney

THURSDAY 3
Morning clear We are fixing up our tents to day  Afternoon we had a 
very heavy rain night 11 O clock a scout of 50 men went out under Lieut 
Hart

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 1863.
Morning cloudy There is a hay train going out to day There is no news 
of importance I am detailed to go to Romney 40 miles with dispatches. 
Reached Romney at 7 O clock evening.

SATURDAY 5
Morning clear 7 O clock started back to Petersburg Noon warm got 
dinner at Williamsport evening got safe to Camp. All quiet at present

SUNDAY 6
Morning clear and pleasant. 9 O clock Inspection Afternoon Captain 
Jarbo wounded by Bushwhackers. 54th Penna Infantry came here to day 
evening pleasant.



MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 1863.
Morning clear I am detailed for Picket to day ten O clock on picket on 
the Seneca Road 2 miles from Petersburg. evening still on Picket no 
news of Importance

TUESDAY 8
Morning clear Relieved off Picket noon Our company and the Ringgold 
gone on a scout to Moorefield Va. afternoon cloudy evening scout 
returned to Camp seen no enemy

WEDNESDAY 9
Morning cool toward noon gets cloudy and sprinkled rain in the 
afternoon evening no news of importance I got a letter from home and a 
pair of boots brought by John Abell.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 1863.
Morning cloudy Our Company gone on a scout. I am writing a letter 
home to day. Night the Rebels surrounded Major Stevens Command at 
Moorefield and took all the baggage trains.

FRIDAY 11
Morning our boys gone to Moorefield to Moorefield the Rebels have 
retreated from there. evening men Returned to Camp did not overtake 
the Rebels.

SATURDAY 12
Morning pleasant our boys gone on a scout again in the direction of 
Moorefield took a few Rebel Prisoners and wounded some



SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 1863
Morning clear I am on a scout to Moorefield noon in town afternoon 
started back went to a watermelon Patch and got some to eat. evening 
raining

MONDAY 14
Morning clear no news of Importance two o clock we are out on a grand 
review under Capt Work evening all quiet in Camp

TUESDAY 15
Morning cloudy I am going with a hay train. night 9 o clock got to 
Camp. No special news. 10 o clock we are sitting in the tent eating 
apples

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 1863.
Morning clear and pleasant no news of Importance we are looking for 
an attack at this place. evening in Camp weather quite warm

THURSDAY 17
Morning hay train went out. I am detailed to go with the officer of the 
day night 12 O clock the Pickets attacked and we are out the Rest of the 
night. morning daylight all quiet Imboden at Moorefield with 5,000 
men

FRIDAY 18
Morning raining 100 men gone to meet the provision train near 
Burlington for fear the Rebels will capture the train. Wagon train and 
guard came in at 9 O clock



SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 1863
Morning cool nothing unusual going on at this time. Hay train went out 
this morning we are fortifying here. evening wagon train returned all 
safe. night I am on Camp guard

SUNDAY 20
Morning very cool I am on guard at 5 O clock. 9 O clock Inspection 
of arms noon still cool Afternoon 3 O clock preaching in camp by Rev 
Thos Patterson evening very cool for this season.

MONDAY 21
Morning cool No news of great Importance. The boys are building 
Winter quarters but may have to leave them soon. evening all quiet in 
Camp night cool for sept.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 1863.
Morning cool I am doing some Washing to day noon 25 men on a guard 
to Junction 12 miles. evening in Camp. I am detailed for Camp guard to 
night. health good.

WEDNESDAY 23
Morning cool with a prospect of a fine day. Hay train went out to day. 
noon pleasant evening Hay train returned at six O clock night cool

THURSDAY 24
Morning frosty  News of a glorious victory in Georgia We are moving 
camp to day evening nothing unusual going on night very cool and 
frosty



FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 1863.
Morning cool going on a scout to Moorefield got a fine lot of Peaches. 
returned to Camp in the evening at 6 o clock no news of Imboden night 
cool

SATURDAY 26
Morning cold and very frosty I am out to day cutting lumber for our 
quarters evening in camp night cool. evening all quiet in Camp

SUNDAY 27
Morning cool 9 O clock going on a hay guard returned in the evening. 
the Paymaster came to day. evening all quiet in Camp I am on guard to 
night.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 1863.
Morning cool The Paymaster is paying off the Infantry noon we are 
ordered out on Inspection at 2 O clock. evening cool and frosty. Reports 
that Rosecrans was defeated at Chattanooga 

TUESDAY 29
Morning cool no news we are building Winter Quarters Hay train went 
out this morning and returned this evening. Paid off  by Paymaster of 
West Va received 26 dollars. no news.

WEDNESDAY 30
Morning cool and clear. We are building a chimney to our cabain to day. 
I am detailed for Picket tomorrow Night no news of Importance



THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1, 1863.
Morning 9 O clock went on Picket noon cloudy evening it is raining and 
we have to lay out to night; night 12 o clock raining sharp, no news.

FRIDAY 2
Morning still raining and we are relieved at 9 O clock and went to Camp 
rained all day but cleared off in the evening

SATURDAY 3
Morning clear and warm no news afternoon returned to camp and went 
on a scout to Moorefield returned at 12 O clock, no enemy found

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4, 1863.
Morning clear and pleasant We are sitting in Camp to day and I am 
writing a letter home I am going to New Creek tomorrow with the mail

MONDAY 5
Morning 7 O clock I am starting to New Creek noon got dinner at 
Williamsport evening reached New Creek at 7 O clock. no news of 
Importance. night cool.

TUESDAY 6
Morning clear I am going to Piedmont noon got dinner at Paxtons. 
evening at a very nice little party at Mr Bell’s 3 Oclock went to bed.



WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 1863.
Wednesday morning left Piedmont came to New creek and started for 
Petersburg at 8 O clock got dinner at Williamsport Reached Petersburg 
at 8 O clock in the Evening. Raining a little.

THURSDAY 8
Morning damp we are laying in Camp resting to day. Part of our Camp 
gone on a scout to Moorefield. evening cool.

FRIDAY 9
Morning cool and clear. 12 O clock I am on a scout out 12 miles from 
Camp. relieved at 5 O clock and got afurlough to go home night on the 
road

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10, 1863.
Morning ate break fast in Piedmont noon at Little Meadows evening at 
Grantsville after riding 80 miles. horses very tired. no unusual news

SUNDAY 11
Morning cool started at 6 oclock noon at Rush’s tavern afternoon 3 O 
clock in Uniontown night reached home at 9 O clock friends all well

MONDAY 12
Morning cool I am well and at home after an absence of 13 months. 
afternoon in town found plenty of soldiers at home evening pleasant



TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 1863.
Morning pleasant 7 O clock starting for the Election found a general 
turn out but all passed off quietly got supper at Mr Households got 
home at 11 Oclock night frosty

WEDNESDAY 14
Morning smart frost I am going on a visit to day. noon got dinner at 
Mr Jones evening got thrown off a colt and come home. A. G. Curtin 
elected Governor of Penna

THURSDAY 15
Morning clear I went over to Millers this morning and got dinner after 
which I went to McMahons and it rained a little and I staid all night.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1863.
Morning came home and went to town got back at noon. afternoon at 
home evening rainy continuing to rain a little all night slept sound

SATURDAY 17
Morning cloudy I am going over to Heplers to day evening came home 
and there were several Ladies and Gentlemen came to see me & we 
spent a very pleasant evening weather clear

SUNDAY 18
Morning clear Reports from the [] of the Pioma[?] [] Battle but no 
particulars. [] company to day [] evening cloudy and cooler [] night 
dark



MONDAY, OCTOBER 19, 1863.
Morning raining and cold and blowing from the North. 9 Oclock 
gone to town to get my horse shod. evening went to a party at Mr J. 
Montgomerys. 12 O clock dancing and having a gay time

TUESDAY 20
Morning starting Back to Camp noon at Brownsville, Evening in 
Uniontown at the Fulton House. 9 O clock went to bed night cool.

WEDNESDAY 21
Morning cloudy no war news we resumed our route toward Camp. 
Noon at Rushes Tavern. evening stoped for the night at Kysers Ridge 
and staid, plenty of Piano music

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22, 1863.
Morning cloudy and cool. we started at 9 O clock across the Mountains. 
Noon got dinner at a little house in the Mountains. night arrived at 
Piedmont war news good

FRIDAY 23
Morning started for Petersburg got dinner near Williamsport. Cloudy 
and raining evening arrived in Camp glad to see the boys again. night 
still raining.

SATURDAY 24
Morning cloudy I am safe once more in Camp There is no news of 
Importance here at Present evening cool all quiet in Camp.



SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25, 1863.
Morning clear Every thing quiet In Camp Col Thoburn is again in 
command of our Brigade Preaching to day at the [] Camp evening clear

MONDAY 26
Morning cool I am laying around Camp with a sore hand. 2 of Our Boys 
came from home to day. no war news

TUESDAY 27
Morning cool getting warm toward noon there is nothing exciting going 
on in Camp evening still in Camp weather Cool

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 1863.
Morning clear and getting warm toward noon. A scout went out this 
morning. I have a very sore hand. evening clear and somewhat cool

THURSDAY 29
Morning clear no news in Camp to day. My hand is still sore. evening 
cool night frosty

FRIDAY 30
Morning clear and warm there is nothing going on In Camp to day 
evening cloudy 12 o clock raining



SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31, 1863.
Morning cool Our boys are out chopping wood to day evening a lot of 
our Boys came up from Romney, night cool

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1
Morning cool getting warm toward noon afternoon Preaching In Camp 
By Rev. T. Patterson evening still clear no news at this time In Camp

MONDAY 2
Morning clear and pleasant Hay train went to 4 miles below Moorefield 
to day and came back safe at 9 Oclock at Night. no news In Camp to 
night.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 1863.
Morning clear and cool getting warmer toward noon Provision train 
Came In from New Creek to day. evening all quiet in Camp. weather 
pleasant

WEDNESDAY 4
Morning cool gets warmer toward noon. Wagon guard went out at 5 o 
clock this morning and returned at dusk. All quiet on the Potomac

THURSDAY 5
Morning clear Hay train went out on the other side Moorefield 
afternoon clouday evening Hay train arrived In Camp safely evening 
cool



FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 1863.
Nothing unusual going on weather fair 15 of our Boys on a scout toward 
Franklin toward evening getting cloudy no news of Importance scout 
came back at dark

SATURDAY 7
Morning cool a scout of 200 men went to Moorefield and had a slight 
skirmish with some Rebels Returned safe at 9 O clock at night

SUNDAY 8
Morning cloudy and cold our company and Ringgold and 400 Infantry 
going on a ten days scout. Greenfield & Chesrown Com panies came 
here to day. evening cool

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 1863.
Morning cool noon showing snowed herebouts and cleared up again 
afternoon sun shining clear evening pretty cool no news of scout 

TUESDAY 10
Morning clear and cool. guard for Provision train left here 3 o clock this 
morning noon cloudy and getting windy evening train arrived. I got a 
letter from home to night war news good

WEDNESDAY 11
Morning cool nothing unusual going on at this place. afternoon I am 
writing a letter home.



THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 1863.
Morning clear and cool No news of Importance at this place. I am laying 
around in Camp afternoon clear though very windy evening wind fell 
and got cool.

FRIDAY 13
Morning clear no excitement to day. noon clear and warm, afternoon 
our Boys returned to Camp evening seven o clock P.M. I am on Camp 
guard

SATURDAY 14
Morning clear I was over to Gen Averills Camp to see Capt Billingsley 
and saw several old acquaintances evening Major Gibsons Cavalry 
arrived in Camp at Petersburg

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 1863.
It commenced to rain about 1 o clock last night and is still raining noon 
cleared up a little evening 7 O clock Pay master arrived in Camp which 
news was gladly received

MONDAY 16
Morning foggy Our Provision train attacked and 5 of our men killed 
and several wounded 100 horses captured several wagons burned total 
15.000 dolars, 2 O clock Battallion ordered in pursuit. Gen Averills 
command left to day.

TUESDAY 17
Morning cool our Boys arrived after pursuing the Rebels 26 miles but 
found he was to far in the advance to overtake him evening cloudy and 
a little cooler Boys Building shanties



WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 1863.
I am helping to build a cabin to day weather pleasant evening 9 Cavalry 
going on a scout. 9 o clock Boys made a raid on a sulter. Officers met 
and decided that Thos Albert should be sulter

THURSDAY 19
Morning looks like rain afternoon scout returned but brought no news. 
Paymaster paying off the Cavalry we got two months pay Day very 
warm for the season Health good

FRIDAY 20
Morning cloudy Hay train left this morning at 4 O clock and went to 
McNeils farm 16 miles and returned to Camp about dark We finished 
our cabin to day I am on Camp guard to night

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 1863.
Morning raining Boys busily engaged in cleaning thier arms for 
Inspection It has rained hard all day there is no news at this post got a 
letter from home to day. evening clearing up.

SUNDAY 22
Morning clear and pleasant. We are out on inspection at 10 Oclock 2 
Oclock ordered out on General Inspection by Capt Pease Div Inspector. 
wrote a letter home to day. Capt Young returned from New Creek

MONDAY 23
Morning a scout of 50 men left to be gone three days. evening I am 
detailed for Camp Guard. weather clear



TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 1863.
Morning clear and pleasant I am In Camp to day. Wagons went out for 
corn and returned this evening. weather clear and cool

WEDNESDAY 25
Morning cool hay train went out to day in the direction of Moorefield. 
Six O clock hay train returned all sound 10 O clock at night scout 
returned no news

THURSDAY 26
Morning clear and quite frosty Provision train arrived from New Creek 
No unusual news at this post. evening cool and frosty nights

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 1863.
Morning turned over all the unservicable horses and sent them to New 
Creek In charge of Lieut Crago. evening cool. I expect to be on guard to 
night

SATURDAY 28
Morning six oclock I am on Guard weather clear. 9 o clock raining like 
Blixon afternoon clear and pleasant no unusual war news wrote a letter 
home to day

SUNDAY 29
Morning 2 O clock started out to guard a hay train. noon at Moorefield 
went 6 miles below ang got 76 wagon loads of hay and got back to camp 
at 9 O clock at night



MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 1863.
Morning clear and frosty. no news at this post. I am in Camp today 
weather quite cold to day getting very frosty toward night.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1
Morning cold 9 Oclock I am going on a scout noon in Moorefield went 
7 Miles below and turned back to Camp arrived in Camp at 9 Oclock 
night cool

WEDNESDAY 2
Morning cool getting more pleasant toward noon. Not very cold 
but quite windy to day. evening got a letter from R. Rip no news of 
importance night cool

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3, 1863.
Morning clear and quite pleasant though windy I am laying around 
Camp to day. evening pleasant I am writing a letter no news. weather 
cool and dry.

FRIDAY 4
Morning 2 O clock scout went out for two days 9 O clock clear and 
pleasant nothing unusual going on at present evening cool and clear. no 
news of Importance at this post.

SATURDAY 5
Morning 2 O clock hay train want out in the direction of Moorefield day 
very warm. afternoon 5 O clock hay train returned all sound. Night 9 
oclock scout returned with two prisoners weather cool



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6, 1863.
Morning clear and quite pleasant I am writing a letter to day, no news. 
I am on Camp guard to night air quite frosty. no news of importance 
health good

MONDAY 7
Morning cool 2 o clock on guard day getting quite warm toward noon 
Afternoon scout went out evening cool no news of importance I am 
sitting around the tent night frosty

TUESDAY 8
Morning clear and quite cool wagon train went out 4 miles for corn 
afternoon writing a letter no news of importance except Gen Averill left 
New creek this morning going on a raid.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 1863.
Morning 1 o clock cold I am going to Moorefield with a hay train. Gen 
Averill got here this evening with 5000 mounted men. 9 O clock at night 
hay train arrived safe in Camp. night cool.

THURSDAY 10
Morning Gen Averill left and 2000 men from our Brigade went with 
him. I am well except a cold, noon writing a letter, evening cool night 
on Camp guard. very cool and clear

FRIDAY 11
Morning cool and cloudy no news of the Boys. Our Boys in Camp are 
covering thier Stables afternoon clear but cool night cool.



SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12, 1863.
Morning somewhat cloudy looking like snow. Noon cleaning up Camp. 
Afternoon damp laying around Camp night writing letters health good 
no war news

SUNDAY 13
Morning clear rained a little noon quite pleasant no news of importance 
3 O clock preaching in Camp by Rev Thomas Patterson evening quite 
pleasant no news night warm

MONDAY 14
Monday 4 o clock I am going on Patrol on the Moorefield road raining 
like blazes 7 o clock came back to Camp afternoon in Camp no news of 
Importance

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1863.
Morning clear Ringgold Cavalry moved to Cumberland. Day pleasant 
no war news of great importance I am detailed for Camp guard to night. 
weather cool to night. no war news got a letter from Charleston

WEDNESDAY 16
Morning cool and continues so all day Boys putting clapboard Roofs on 
our stables evening cool and damp. 6½ Oclock I am relieved off gaurd 
and got my supper and then read a little in a paper.

THURSDAY 17
Morning 4 oclock it commenced raining and is raining yet at (9½ 
oclock) and freezing as it falls, afternoon still raining no news of 
importance in Camp night cool



FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18, 1863.
Morning cool it looks like it would snow I am out in the woods cutting 
lumber. I am detailed on Camp guard to night night very cool.

SATURDAY 19
Morning 8 oclock on guard it is quite cold to day has been snowing a 
little all day. evening quite cold No news of Import the weather is very 
cold at this time.

SUNDAY 20
Morning clear getting warmer toward noon and the ground is thawing a 
little toward night it is getting colder night got a letter from Bob Ross

MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 1863.
Morning cold No special news I am writing a letter to day evening I am 
detailed for guard weather still cold. No news from the scout Boys all 
well 

TUESDAY 22
Morning cold I am on guard to day relieved at six o clock Some of our 
Boys came in off the scout. they did not meet any enemy the remainder 
will be in tomorrow no news.

WEDNESDAY 23
Morning cool I am out cutting a load of wood returned to Camp at 12 
O clock. 9 Oclock I am detailed to go out to Mr Clarks to guard his 
property night went to bed at Clarks night cold



THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1863.
Morning cold feel well after a good nights sleep in a feather bed, got 
breakfast and returned to Camp, Boys preparing to have a Christmas 
dinner tomorrow night cool

FRIDAY 25
Morning clear and cool I am on Camp guard to day. There is some 
little sport going on as it is Christmas. One year ago to day we were at 
Winchester. Night the 14th Regt made a raid on thier sutler.

SATURDAY 26
Morning I am relieved off Camp guard at 8 o clock and at noon am 
resting & writing a letter. evening no news Gen Averill has got back to 
Beverly evening clear

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27, 1863.
Morning clear and quite pleasant. Preaching in Camp by the Reverend 
Thomas Patterson. evening clear and pleasant night getting cloudy

MONDAY 28
Morning raining and keeping on at it nearly all day. evening no news of 
Importance. It has quit raining but it is awful muddy night warm

TUESDAY 29
Morning clear and pleasant it is still very muddy news arrived that we 
will get our horses tomorrow scout went out to night weather pleasant



WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 30, 1863.
Morning clear I am on guard to day. 12 O clock the pleasantest day I 
ever saw in december. horses came this afternoon and I got one night 
clear and frosty until 12 oclock

THURSDAY 31
1 oclock it clouded up and got pleasant but about 5 Oclock it 
commenced to rain and continued so until 11 O clock I was relieved 
from guard at 8 O clock afternoon still very cloudy We mustered for pay 
this afternoon we were mustered by Capt G. J. Work evening rainy and 
the old year will leave the ground quite muddy

MEMORANDA.
Monday Feb 16th Rebels captured a hay train and took 106 horses 
and mules and 70 prisoners and Burnt 19 Wagons making in all a 
total loss of about 18,000 dollars to the Government. the Rebels were 
Commanded By Capt John McNiel and Numbered altogether 26 men

April 6th A wagon train attacked and Lieutenant Speer and 7 others 
were taken Prisoner also a scout under Lieut Myers attacked and driven 
Back 10 miles when reinforcements arrived and a heavy Cavalry fight 
took place we losing 3 men wounded and the Rebels 17 killed wounded 
and Missing



MEMORANDA
July 3 Vicksburg surrendered and the Union troops took possession on 
the 4th taken 90 thousand stand of arms and 60 pieces of Artillery and 
24 thousand Prisoners.

Dec 9th Our Boys went on a Raid from here with Gen Averill. they 
returned on the 23d they traveled about 200 miles but did not have any 
engagement.

Gen Averill left them at Monterey and he went on to Salem on the 
Tennessee and Virginia Central Railroad and took a great amount of 
stores, which he destroyed,

MEMORANDA.
October 9th got a leave of absence to go home where I spent a very 
pleasant time until the 20th when I started back to Camp arriving at 
the company at Petersburg on the 24th of the month and found the 
boys very Jubilant over the Election of Andrew Curtin for governor of 
Pennsylvania.





MEMORANDA.

Names of Members of Mefsto

Sergt Steven C Richardson
Cap Alex C Powell

John Y. Gafs
Levi Hearn

Andrew H. Holmes
Francis J Luellen
Adam S Morton
Albert G Powell
John S Reeves

John R Regester
David A White

James A S. White



CASH ACCOUNT. JANUARY.
					     Dol cts

Sept 1862 at Wheeling			   13,00
March 12, 1863 at Romney	 Paid =		  42 80
April 12th at Romney Paid =		  26 00
June 6th at Romney Paid =			  26 00
July 5th at Cumberland Md Paid =		  26 00
Sept 29th Petersburg Paid =		  26 00
November 19th Petersburg Paid =		  26 00
				                $185,80

Total amount of Pay received since entering United States service, One 
hundred and eighty five dollars and eighty cents. $26,00 still due me on 
the 31st of December 1863.

Names of the Members of the Beallsville Cavalry

H. H. Young Captain
H. Keys 1st Lieut
F. H. Crago 2nd Lieut
I. M. Regester Ord, Sergt 
Robert Galbraith
W. H. H. Wickerham
John N. Hearn
William B. Sutten
Geo W Daugherty
Emor H Miller
David M Snyder
Benjamin L. Taylor
Thomas W. Lynch
Joseph Jennings
Alexander C Powell
John L. Cock
Geo. R. Bower
Ellis B Gregg
Cyrus Huffman
William H. Crago
Samuel B. McLean
William Sheets
Chris C. Long



Ben F. Floyd
Aday Crouch
Alex R. Armstrong
Jesse A Armstrong
James Armstrong
Joseph E Bane
Johnathan D. Burk
Alfred Burkhart
Alonzo Brightwell
Lawrence W. Bower
Jesse Benor
Francis M. Clark
Simon S. Condit
Wm C. Condit
Daniel W. Condit
Thomas J Crago
Henry C. Crago
Joseph F. Craven
Richard Crawford
Samuel R. Crawford
James M. Crawford
Henry Dague
James N David
Canada Davis
Geo W. Eaggie
Geo. Eicher
Sebastian B Elliott
Elias A Flenniken
James B Groomes

William Gardner
John T. Gafs
Jacob Guseman
Jonah Harris
John W. Hawkins
Andrew H. Holmes
Levi Horn
Wm S. Horner
Wm W. Hutchison
John C Jennings
Joseph S Johns
Geo. Kiehl
Freman Kelly
Geo Kerr
Huston Kerr
Wm Lee
Francis Luellen
Charles Luellen
Peter Malone
Jacob R. Maxwell
James McLoud
Thomas H. Mclane
Isaac J Mitchell
Adam S Morton
Wm H. Moser
Thos Neff
Wm C Nimon
Stewart Patterson



Albert G. Powell
Taylor Pyle
James M. Philips
James M. Quivey
John S. Reeves
John R. Regester
Stephen C. Richardson
John B. Shallenberger
Wm Shively
John Smith
John B. Taylor
Wm H. White
David A White
Samuel H White
James A S White
James N. Wheeler
James S Wickerham
Cephas Wiley
John M Young

This is a full list arranged 
alphabetically with the exception 
of Gideon H. Hawkins who died 
at Cumberland Md in July 1863 
Disease Diptheria no other deaths.

First skirmish with the enemy on 
the 9th of November with the Rebel 
Col Imboden about 13 miles from 
Moorefield, West Va on the South 
fork of the Potomac. The Rebel 
Lofs was 5 killed 30 wounded 22 
prisoners our loss was one man 
wounded Captured 400 head of 
Hogs and returned to Camp.





December 9th 1863

15 of our boys went with Gen 
Averill on a 15 days scout they 
travelled about 300 miles altogether 
and returned to Camp on the 23d 
of the Month. they met with no 
enemy. Brought in a few horses and 
one or two Prisoners, Gen Averill 
left our Brigade at McDowell and 
went on toward the Western Va and 
east Tennessee Railroad which we 
tore up for some miles.





Amount of Clothing drawn 
by John S. Reeves private of 
the Beallsville Cavalry from 
Enlistment in September 
1862 until the 31st day of 
December 1863

September 1862 $ cts

20th One Blanket 2 95

˝ Two Wool shirts 1 76

˝ Two pr. Drawers 1 00

˝ 1 pr Pants 4 00

˝ One Uniform Jacket 5 84

˝ One Cap 63

Nov 6th One Blouse 2 63

˝ One Overcoat 9 75

˝ One pr Socks 26

1863

Jan 1st Three pr Socks 96

16th One pr Socks 32

Feb 18th One pr Drawers 95

˝ One pr Pants 4 60

April 22d One pr Socks 32

˝ One pr Drawers 95

Continued on opposite page

$ cts

April 26th One Wool Shirt 1 46

May 10th Talmie not charged

June 10th One Lined Blouse 3 14

Aug 26th Two pr Socks 64

Oct 3d One pr Pants 4 60

Dec 6th Two pr Drawers 1 90

˝ One pr Socks 32

˝ One Wool Shirt 1 46

$ cts

Total amount drawn 50 44

The amount due for the above 
time is $57,05 which leaves a 
surplus of $6,61 due me on the 
31st day of December 1863

The cause of the price of 
Clothing being greater during 
the year 1863 than in 1862 is 
this. An order was issued by 
the War Department to raise 
the price of Clothing which 
was accordingly done on the 
1st of January 1862





















Tucked inside the front cover of the diary was this letter, 
folded up, from John S. Reeves to his son, Samuel Otis Reeves 
(13 May 1868 - 1925).  January 11th fell on a Sunday in 1874, 
when he was 5, and 1880, when he was 11.

					     Sunday Jan 11th
Dear Son
	 I was much pleased with your first effort at writing a 
letter.  You have done splendid and I hope You will write again.  
I am glad to hear of Your being such a good Boy.  Ma tells me 
you have first class and you are the main Stand by now so you 
will of course be quite a man.  I am glad to hear that you have 
the chance to get lots of Sawdust for your cow. help Ma all you 
can to get ready for a trip to see me.  Your father
To					     J. S. Reeves
    S. Otis Reeves




